
Ludlow Primary School Music Vocabulary Progression 

 

Through SparkYard, the musical vocabulary builds upon what 

has been learnt the previous year: 

EYFS loud, quiet, silence, high, low, long, short, fast, slow, echo, 
pattern, sound, perform, listen, copy, smooth, spiky, beat, tap, 
beginning, middle, end, start, stop, 
 

Year 1 Loud (f), quiet (p), silence, high, low, long, short, fast, slow, 
echo, pattern, sound, perform, listen, copy, smooth, spiky, 
beat, tap, beginning, middle, end, start, stop, 
 
louder, quieter, higher, lower, longer, shorter, rhythm, call and 
response, structure, verse, speed, tempo, pluck, rub, scrape, 
duration, texture, style, conductor, dynamics, solo, group, 
timbre, audience, repeat, sequence. 

Year 2 louder, quieter, higher, lower, longer, shorter, rhythm, call and 
response, structure, verse, speed, tempo, pluck, rub, scrape, 
duration, texture, style, conductor, dynamics, solo, group, 
timbre, audience, repeat, sequence, Loud (f), quiet (p), 
 
dynamics, forte (f), piano (p), Crescendo (getting louder), 
Diminuendo (getting quieter), melody, pulse, rest, steady, 
chorus, sound, tempo, ostinato, texture, harsh, metallic, 
notation, vivace, largo, lento, legato, staccato, lyrics, 
ascending, consecutive, descending, note names: CDEFGAB, 
Pentatonic, pitch, scale, mood 

Year 3  dynamics, forte (f), piano (p), Crescendo (getting louder), 
diminuendo (getting quieter), melody, pulse, rest, steady, 
chorus, sound, tempo, ostinato, texture, harsh, metallic, 
notation, vivace, largo, lento, legato, staccato, lyrics, 
ascending, consecutive, descending, note names: CDEFGAB, 
Pentatonic, pitch, scale, mood. 
 
fortissimo (ff), pianissimo (pp), mezzo piano (mp), mezzo forte 
(mf), rallentando, bright, musical, overlap, tone, articulation, 
drone, harmony, major (happy), minor (sad), crotchet, quaver, 
minim, melodic, motif, monophonic, polyphonic, duet. 
 

Year 4 fortissimo (ff), pianissimo (pp), mezzo piano (mp), mezzo forte 
(mf), rallentando, bright, musical, overlap, tone, articulation, 
drone, harmony, major (happy), minor (sad), crotchet, quaver, 
minim, melodic, motif, monophonic, polyphonic, duet. 
 



D major, E major, key, tonality, triad, lento, presto, 
rallentando, accelerando, brass, breath, percussion, contour, 
largo, raga, melodic, scale, step, monophonic, unison, bar, 
crotchet, duration, cumulative, phrase, section, bridge. 

Year 5 D major, E major, key, tonality, triad, lento, presto, 
rallentando, accelerando, brass, breath, percussion, contour, 
largo, raga, melodic, scale, step, monophonic, unison, bar, 
crotchet, duration, cumulative, phrase, section, bridge. 
 
pizzicato, sforzando (sfz) off beat, syncopation, motif, 
semibreve, improvisation, melodic accompaniment, allegro, 
andante, timbre, style, intervals, major/minor second, 
major/minor third, octave, overtones, pedal note, tonic, root, 
canon, 3/4 time, 4/4 time. 

Year 6 pizzicato, sforzando (sfz) off beat, syncopation, motif, 
semibreve, improvisation, melodic accompaniment, allegro, 
andante, timbre, style, intervals, major/minor second, 
major/minor third, octave, overtones, pedal note, tonic, root, 
canon, 3/4 time, 4/4 time. 
 
6/8 time, discord, consonant, dotted minim, sustained notes, 
leitmotif, intervals (second, third, forth, fifth, sixth, seventh), 
semitone, 12 bar blues, middle eight, outro, riff, hook, fade, 
instrumental,  

 


