
Phonics at Ludlow 
Primary School  



 

At Ludlow Primary School we follow Read Write Inc. Phonics.  

Your child will learn to read in a very simple 
way. He or she will learn t o: 
• Read letters by their ‘sounds’ 
• Blend these sounds into words 
• Read the words in a story. 

The sounds are taught using pictures and rhymes.  
e.g. e..e..egg,  ee, ee, what can you see 

Learning Sounds 



We also display the sounds on sound charts to show the      
children how different sounds can be represented by different 
letters. 

Single sounds - sounds represented by 1 letter - e.g. a, b, e 
Special friends - 2 or more letters that make 1 sounds e.g. ee, ch 
Splits diagraphs - these are chatty friend sounds so need to be 
split up by another sound e.g a-e as in cake 



We use Fred Talk to help children read. 

Let me introduce you to Fred. 

Fred can only speak in sounds. He says d-o-g, h-a-t etc. 

Speaking like Fred helps children to understand that words are 
made up of sounds. 

 

Fred helps children practise blending sounds together because 
he needs the children to say the words for him. Fred says d-o-g, 

Writing Words 

s a 
t ch a 

t sh a m 

We use Fred Fingers to help children sound out words to spell 
easily. 

It means they do not have to memorise lists of spelling words. 

It is a tool so they will be able to spell any word. 

Reading Words 
Alongside teaching children sounds, we teach them to blend 
sounds to read words e.g. s-a-t, sat. 

 

Writing Letters  

Children will be taught to write letters using rhymes.  

A list of these rhymes can be found on the phonics section of 
the school website.  

 a  a  a  around the  
apple and down the 
leaf. 

When practicing our spelling we also use dots and dashes to 
show the sounds.  

A dot is for a single letter sound and a dash is for a special 
friends sounds.  

mat    chat   cash   cake 

Red Words 

Red words are tricky words that can’t 
be sounded out. They are also know as 
the common exception words. They 
have silly sounds in them. We teach 
the children to read these by sight.  



Reception Term Two  
 
Decodable books  
After the Christmas holidays your children will start to bring 
home decodable books. This means books they can read using 
their ‘fred talk’.  
These books will follow the Read Write Inc. Phonics scheme and 
will be the books that they are reading in their phonics        
sessions.  
These books will stay with the children for at least 3 days.  
This is because it is really important to read a book more than 
once so that we build our fluency (speed) of reading and       
become accurate readers.  
We begin by ensuring we can read every word accurately. 
Then we can begin to read the story more quickly and even 
begin to use expression. Finally we can understand the story 
and answer questions about the story.  

On the school website 
there is a video under 
the phonics section   
explaining how to     

support your child’s 
reading with the Read 

Write Inc books. 

Reading at Home  

Reception Term One 
 
To begin with your child will bring home wordless picture 
books. This will help develop your child's speaking skills as it 
will enable them to tell stories. Share these books with your 
child and encourage them to use ambitious language.  
 
As well as the wordless books your child will bring home a ‘book 
to share’. These will be a variety of story books chosen from the 
reading corner in their classrooms. These are books for you to 
read to your child and will make an ideal bedtime story.  
Discuss these books with your child asking them what happened 
in the story.  
 
 

What is mum 
saying? 

Where are they 
going for their 

Think of a word to 
describe how the 
dog is moving.  



Useful Links: 

 

Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page: 

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/ 

 

Ruth Miskin Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education 

 

Free e-books for home reading: 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/ 

Books to Share 
As well as the decodable books children will continue to bring 
home a ‘book to share’. These will be books that are semi-
decodable. This means your child may be able to read most of 
the words but they will need help reading some words as they 
will contain sounds that they have not yet learnt.  
These books can be changed daily.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 1 and 2 and KS2 
 
Children will continue to bring home a decodable book to 
match their phonic ability as well as a ‘book to share’.  
 
Once your child has finished the phonics scheme they will move 
on to Accelerated Reader. This tests your child’s reading and 
suggests a book level for them to read. They will continue the 
‘book to share’ as well as there leveled book.  
 
 
 
We hope that you are able to read daily and we do expect a 
minimum of three reads a week. Please practice reading both 
books, even if your child says they have read it in school.  
 
Please ensure you sign your child’s dairy to let us know when 
you have read at home.  

Reading at Home  More information 

 

Our school website has a phonics page where you are able to 
find information.  

Please do not hesitate to ask your child’s teacher for more    
information or you can ask our phonics lead Miss Houchin 
who teaches in Year 1 

 

http://www.ludlowprimaryschool.co.uk/curriculum/subjects/
english/phonics  

Thank you for taking time to read this information.  

Happy Reading! 
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