
NewsRoom Daily Activity Plan
It’s never been more important to share positive news stories with our children! Stories about good 
news, interesting news or even strange news can be a great way to help your child explore the world 
around them. 

Our suggested structure is here to help your child engage with good news stories and practise their key learning 
skills. By using the tasks, your child will be able to learn about positive things happening across the world at this 
time. It will also allow them to practise their reading, writing and investigating skills.

 Daily NewsRoom Activ
ity

Open the news article for your child’s age and look at the picture. Ask your child 
questions about the image and headline.

• What could this story be about? 

• Why do you think the editor chose that picture? 

• What might have happened? 

(2-3 minutes)

As they read the article, or after they have finished, talk to them about it. When 
thinking of your own questions, use the 5Ws to help you. For example:

• What has happened?

• Who is the news story about?

• Where did it happen?

• When did it happen?

• Why did it happen?  Why is this story in the news?

(5 minutes)
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NASA and SpaceX 
Prepare for 
Mission to ISS

Set the controls and get ready for lift-off! NASA 
and SpaceX are working together to send two 
astronauts into space. 

The mission is set to launch on 27th May 
from the Kennedy Space Centre in Florida. A 
spacecraft with people on board has not left the 
USA since 2011. This mission, though, will be 
particularly significant for other reasons. 

It will be the first time that SpaceX will have 
sent two astronauts into space. The company 
wants to be able to launch commercial flights 
into space in the future. On its website, it says 
it has the goal of ‘enabling people to live on 
other planets’.

The company has done a series of tests to 
check that the mission will be safe. Last year, 
they launched Demo 1, a spacecraft without a 
crew, to check their spacecraft was safe to use. 

This mission, Demo 2, will have astronauts 
on board. Bob Behnken and Doug Hurley will be 
heading to the International Space Station (ISS) 
on a rocket called Falcon 9. 

The ISS is a spacecraft that orbits Earth. It’s 
about 250 miles above Earth and is a place 
where scientists carry out research into our 
Solar System. 

The two astronauts are expected to reach the 
ISS the day after their launch, on 28th May. It’s 
not clear yet how long the astronauts will spend 
on the ISS. 

NASA plans to send more astronauts into 
space to learn more about our Solar System. As 
part of a program called Artemis, it wants to 
send astronauts to the Moon by 2024. It will be 
the first time an astronaut has been to the Moon 
since 1972.

During the Artemis Program, a woman will 
walk on the Moon for the first time. NASA says 
that the astronauts will then use what they find 
out on the Moon to help them when they travel 
to Mars for the first time. 

For now, though, all eyes will be set on seeing 
how this mission fares. 

Photo: A SpaceX rocket being prepared.

Glossary

spacecraft A vehicle that travels through 
space.

commercial To sell something in order to 
make a profit.

orbit To travel around another object 
in space

fares How something turns out over a 
period of time. 
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What are NASA and SpaceX doing?

• NASA is working with a company called SpaceX 
to send two astronauts to the International Space 
Station (ISS).

• NASA is working with businesses to investigate how 
new spacecraft can be launched into space. 

visit twinkl.comEncourage your child to read all of the questions first. Then, see if they can answer 
any from memory. Teach them to look back at the news story to help them answer 
the trickier questions and to check their answers. If they got any wrong, use 
the answer sheet to help them understand their mistakes. Finally, explain how to 
answer those types of questions more successfully next time.

(10 minutes)

Questions
1. ‘This mission, though, will be particularly significant.’  

Tick the word that is closest in meaning to ‘significant’.

   exciting
   important
   interesting
   unusual

2. What was the main difference between Demo 1 and Demo 2? 
 

 

 

3. ‘They want to be able to launch commercial flights into space in the future.’ 
This suggests that...

   Only astronauts will travel in space in the future.
   People may be able to buy tickets to travel into space.
   There are no plans for people to go into space after this mission.
   Space travel for ordinary people will be impossible. 

4. Find and copy two reasons why the Artemis program could be an important moment 
in history.

1.  

2.  

5. Do you think space travel will be more common in the future? Explain your answer. 
 

 

 

6. Explain what the story is about in 15 words or fewer.  
 

 

  

NASA and SpaceX Prepare for Mission
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Look at the activities on the Task Sheet and the Image Sheet. These are designed 
to deepen your child’s understanding. The activities on the Task Sheet encourage 
them to explore, investigate or write about topics linked to the story. The activities 
on the Image Sheet encourage your child to solve a maths problem, create, paint 
or build something and even discuss a philosophical question linked to the story. 
 
(15 minutes)
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Explore
There are lots of names for the 
observable features on the side 
of the Moon that we can see. The Sea 
of Tranquility is a famous one. Explore 
other names for places found on the 
Moon and try drawing or painting your 
own moon face.

You could make it harder by trying 
to draw or paint the Moon, including 
some of its features, as a crescent or 
gibbous moon. 

Write 
On 20th July 1969, Neil 
Armstrong became the first 
person to walk on the Moon.He famously 
said, “That’s one small step for man, one 
giant leap for mankind.”

Try writing your own newspaper article 
reporting on this groundbreaking event.

Remember to:

• write in the third person;

• write in the past tense;

• include your name as the reporter;

• use formal language

• a catchy headline;

• think of a good name for your paper.

You might like to use the Newspaper 
Template in the Story and Activity Pack 
to help you with the layout.

Investigate
We only ever see one side of the 
Moon because it is tidally locked 
to the Earth. Use reference books at home 
and the Internet to investigate what this 
term means and why it has happened. 

If you are using an iOS device, try 
looking at this augmented reality Moon 
Model to see the Moon appear on screen, 
floating on any surface you point your 
smartphone or tablet camera at.

Illustration: Scientists have grown plants that can 
glow. in the dark.
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