
RECEPTION HOME LEARNING TASK DURING SCHOOL CLOSURE 

 

Writing – Encourage your child to pick up an object say what it is and try and write a simple sentence about it. 

Practising hand writing– capital letters need to be twice the size of lower case and reach to the top of the line.  

Children can copy any text (e.g. from a book). 

 

Punctuation focus – children should practise writing sentences and focusing on capital letters at the beginning 

and for names and places.   

Reading – please hear your child read daily and ask them questions about their reading.  Use books that you 

have available at home for this.  See the notes below for ideas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Maths – we are currently working on shape and numbers to 10.   These are great topics to do practically. Use 

the objectives below to help you create some activities.  

Shape: Go on a shape hunt around home. Talk about the shapes, how many sides, how many corners etc? 

Money: Can they recognise the different coins up to a £2 coin?  Make a shop at home and price up different 

items. Don’t make the amounts too high – up to 10p.  Can they add together several items? Use real money if 

you can.  

Telling the time – talk about the different things you do at certain times of the day, eg breakfast at 7.30 am.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Twinkl – the Twinkl website has said they will be free to parents and provide resources during school closures.  

See their website for further details:  www.twinkl.co.uk/offer 

Top Marks: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ 

This has a fabulous range of on-line activities which can be searched for by subject or age range (We are EYFS).  

Just type in an area and it will tell you whether the activity is tablet friendly if you do not have a home computer. 

ICT Games: https://www.ictgames.com/ Another super website with Maths and English games, including lots 

of spelling and phonics activities. 

Initial Code: If you have an ipad – you can download Initial Code from the apps store which is a really good 

resource for teaching letters and sounds. 

 

  

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/offer
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.ictgames.com/


How to Utilise Twinkl during the Coronavirus Shutdown: A Guide for Schools 

 9 min 

Schools across the globe are responding to the outbreak of the Coronavirus. In some cases schools have 
closed or are making preparations for a potential closure. 

At Twinkl, our mission is to help those who teach and we are therefore taking steps to support continued 
learning at home, by offering the teachers and parents of children in schools which are closed, or facing 
closure, free access to all Twinkl resources for a period of one month in the first instance. Each school 
will  receive guidance with full details of how to access this offer of help as closures are announced, and how 
to share this with parents. 

We’ve put together a simple, step-by-step guide about this offer of help, for teachers and schools to use. This 
guide is not designed to supercede or replace any official guidance, but is intended to advise on using the 
Twinkl website during this period. 

  

How do teachers and parents sign up for the free month? 

Setting this up is really easy to do - go to www.twinkl.co.uk/offer and enter the code that you have been sent 
by Twinkl or by your school.  

  

How can schools and teachers let parents know about this offer of help? 

Choose the method that works best for you. Email, text, or WhatsApp the code to parents. Share it on class 
blogs, school social media pages,  or publish it on your school website with a link to Twinkl, using the 
URL www.twinkl.co.uk/offer. Print out stickers and stick these into reading diaries or learning journals. Pop a 
slip of paper into book bags. We don’t mind how you do it - but we do want to help as many schools and 
families as we can, with your support.  

  

How can I help parents to use Twinkl independently? 

We have a number of really helpful guides, designed for parents, for different areas of the curriculum. You can 
direct parents towards our dedicated Parents’ Hub which contains hundreds of educational activities designed 
for use at home. Or, browse this area yourself and hand-pick individual resources to share.  

For parents with children in EYFS, take a look through our EYFS for Parents area to find some really useful 
guides and activities to share.  

For primary-aged children, take a look at our 5-11 area. Again, this was created with parents in mind so it’s 
filled with guides and information about what children should be learning in each year group, for each 
curriculum area.  

For parents with secondary-aged children (for ages 11 to 16), take a look at the Beyond area of the website. 
Resources are available for English, Maths and Science, as well as languages, art, humanities and other 
curriculum areas. Lots to keep older children occupied.  

Our Parents User Guide and general Twinkl Membership guide are both useful documents to refer to for 
general information about the site, our content and how to find it.  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/offer
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/offer
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/parents
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/parents/parents-birth-to-five/3-5-early-years-parents
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/parents/age-specific-resources-parents/english-main-subjects-parents
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/keystage3-ks3
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-par-82-twinkl-parent-free-user-guide
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-ug-041-subscription-user-guide


  

What can I do to support learning at home? 

There are a number of simple ways you can curate and share content from the Twinkl website, as well as 
many useful areas that parents can easily use.  

  

Sharing from the Site 

Share a resource directly using our sharing tools, found at the top-right of a resource preview. You can share 
to a class Facebook group or send via email to multiple addresses. Or simply copy and paste the URL and pop 
it into a class blog. Use our Save For Later feature to organise resources into folders on site to make sharing 
resources linked to a topic or theme easier.  

 

  

Using Google Classroom 

Google Classroom is designed to upload resources, create deadlines, mark work and start discussions with 
your class online. This way they’re still learning and not falling behind whilst not in school. We’ve made it 
easier for you to work with Google Classroom by including a Google Drive Button next to all our resources, 
where available. This allows you to download the resource straight to your drive, which can then be uploaded 
into Google Classroom. 

  

Creating Lessons in Twinkl Go! 



Twinkl Go! is a really useful tool that can be used to curate our interactive content. Within the Twinkl Go! area 
of the site, you can find online games, self-marking comprehensions, audiobooks and more.  

If you’re teaching a particular topic or area of learning, you can group together all related activities in a lesson, 
then share this lesson with parents using a code. It’s really easy to do and a very efficient and effective way to 
create online lessons for your pupils. Again, lesson codes can be shared through class blogs, email, your 
website or printed out to send home at the end of the day. A video tutorial for how to do this can be 
found here and we also have a Twinkl Go! user guide for further information.  

  

Using Twinkl Originals 

Parents may feel more comfortable and confident in using books as a starting point for learning. Our Twinkl 
Originals books were created to encourage a love of reading and enhance curriculum-wide learning through 
accompanying teacher-created resources. Each book is available in different formats - PowerPoint, eBook or 
audio book (available through Twinkl Go!) - and has been written using age-appropriate vocabulary and 
themes. Books are available for EYFS, KS1 and KS2 and each comes with ready-made resources to support 
writing, maths and other curriculum areas. Once you’ve found a book within the Twinkl Originals page, click to 
see all supporting resources. If you’re covering a particular topic at school, this is a great way to continue this 
learning at home.  

  

Lapbooks and Workbooks 

For parents who may prefer a topic-led approach, we have a fantastic range of lapbooks to choose from. 
Browse the options online - again, these might align with topics being learnt at school. There’s also a helpful 
guide which explains how to make a Twinkl lapbook. Super simple and a really enjoyable activity for children 
and parents alike.  

Our maths workbooks offer a really simple solution. They’re organised by age group and topic, and are 
available with answer sheets for easy marking. Use ready-made workbooks from the site, or create your own 
to print out and share with parents.  

  

Other Useful Resources 

• Twinkl Boost offers step-by-step lessons and interventions. Designed for use in class, there’s lots that parents 
could select for their children at home.  

• Our Maths Mysteries are incredibly popular, self-led activities. Perfect for use at home. 
• For hands-on, fun science activities, take a look at our Awe and Wonder collection. 

  

How can we discuss Coronavirus with children? 

Inevitably, children will have questions about the Coronavirus and want to find out more. To support parents 
and teachers with these conversations, we have a range of suitable materials on site. Discuss good hygiene 
and hand washing using our display packs, or take a look at our child-friendly news reports in Twinkl 
Newsroom - designed for use in KS2 (ages 7 to 11) with new stories added each day. Or search ‘coronavirus’ 
on the Twinkl site to find other related materials.  

As ever, if schools, teachers or parents have any questions, we’re always here to help. Contact TwinklCares 
using the help icon at the bottom of the page to send a message to our experienced team of teachers. 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/go
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJWR-olJe1U
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-ug-001-twinkl-go-user-guide
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/twinkl-originals
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/twinkl-originals
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/home-education-specific-resources-home-education/projects-and-lapbooks-home-education/parents-home-education-lapbooks
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-he-202-how-to-make-a-twinkl-lapbook
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-he-202-how-to-make-a-twinkl-lapbook
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/subject-resources-home-education/parents-home-education-maths/parents-home-education-maths-workbooks
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/twinkl-boost
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/keystage2-ks2/ks2-maths/ks2-maths-activities-and-games
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/activities-crafts-parents/parents-infants-5-7-science-science-experiments-at-home/awe-and-wonder-science-experiments-at-home-science-y1-and-y2-5-7-parents
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-tp-5352-handwashing-display-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/newsroom
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/newsroom


Our Facebook communities are a fantastic source of ideas, knowledge and support for parents and teachers 
alike. Furthermore, we’d love to hear any other ideas you might have which we can share with the wider 
Twinkl network.  

In unexpected times, we all play our part in helping in whichever way we can. The help we are offering would 
not be possible without the continued support of our members - thank you. We’re hopeful that we‘ve been 
able to make a challenging situation a little easier and our thoughts are with anyone who has been affected. 

Jonathan Seaton 

Twinkl CEO 

 

 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/support-communities

